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On February 28, 1967 there were 12,682 patients in the institutions under the 
Department of Public Welfare including: 

5,598 In state mental hospitals (5,275 mentally i l l and 323 inebriates) 
5,732 in inst itutions for the mentally retarded (5,966 on the books) 

732 state nursing homes 
301 in the School for the Deaf 
109 in Gil lette State Hospital 
102 in Braille end Sight-Saving School 
58 in Minnesota. Residential Treatment Center, and 
50 in Glen Lake State Sanatorium. 

The total institution population showed little net change during February (a 
decrease of 22). The mental hospital population decreased 39 during the month (49 
fewer mentally ill and 10 more inebriates). Net decreases of 35 mentally ill patients 
at St. Peter and 24 at Rochester plus small decreases at Rochester and Hastings 
were partially offset by small increases at Moose Lake, Willmar and Minnesota Security 
Hospital. Among the other institutions Ah-Gwah-Ching Nursing Home, Glen Lake State 
Sanatorium, Gillette State Hospital and Cambridge State Hospital Showed small 
population increases during February, while the others showed no change or small 
decreases. (See Table I.) Ah-Gwah-Ching had maintained an almost constant population 
of from 417 to 424 patients for more than three and one half years until the opening 
of new space for female patients during February brought the number in residence 
to a high of 437 on February 21. 

During the past year the total institutional population has decreased a little 
over six percent. The mental hospital population alone has decreased almost 11 percent, 
with a decrease of almost 12 percent in number of mentally ill patients in residence 
partially offset by a five percent increase in the inebriate population. Population 
changes have varied greatly among the hospitals: Hastings resident population has 
dropped 22 percent this past year; St. Peter, 18 percent; Fergus Falls, 17 percent and 
Anoka, both regular and tuberculosis wards, about 12 percent. Rochester has had a 
seven percent decrease since February, 1966 and Moose Lake, two percent (mentally 
ill down about one percent and inebriates down seven percent). Willmar, however, has 
had a four percent increase in resident population (mentally ill up two percent and 
inebriates up eight percent) from a year ago, and the Minnesota Security Hospital has 
also had a small population increase (up almost three percent). 

The number of patients in institutions for the mentally retarded has decreased 
three percent in the past year: Faribault down four percent; Cambridge, including 
Lake Owasso, down three percent; Brainerd down two percent; while Owatonna has in
creased two percent. Both Braille and Sight-Saving School (up 17 percent) and 
School for the Deaf (up almost six percent) have increased in population from a year 
ago as did the Minnesota Residential Treatment Center (up five percent) and the two 
state nursing homes (up two percent). In contrast, Gillette State Hospital has had 
a population decrease of almost eight percent and Glen Lake State Sanatorium, 17 
percent, in the past year. 


















